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Dear Minister,

Can you please confirm that storm water sewage discharges will be addressed in the forthcoming Water White Paper. I appreciate that there is a high cost to stopping this odious practice but you should put in place a process in the Water White Paper that starts this journey. If nothing else chalk rivers should be prioritised as they are the most susceptible to damage and are an important and rare ecosystem. 
My immediate concern is my local chalk stream the River Chess; in times of low water flows this river is extremely vulnerable to the effects of a sewage discharge as there would be a much higher concentration of pollution hitting the river. If we have heavy rainfall, water companies have no alternative but to make a sewage discharge into rivers; with negligible flow rates, this would be disastrous for the river wildlife. Heavy rain will have little or no effect on the immediate flow levels in chalk rivers.
I want to see this practice stopped. It is no longer acceptable for a developed country to be using its river and coastal waters as a free extension to the sewage processing infrastructure.
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